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PASTOR'S NOTE IN THIS ISSUE

Dear Friends, SCRIPTURE READINGS & THEMES, p.3

The apples are early this Fall, or at least those that

. UPCOMING SUNDAYS, p.4
survived. An unusually warm March opened the apple

blossoms early; yet, as we have heard, subsequent CHURCH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS,
freezing temperatures devastated many frees' fruit, and p.5
New York's apple harvest is expected to be half the MUSIC MINISTRY, p.7
norm.
| have yet to call the local farm to see if my FAITH EDUCATION, p.7
favorite apple survived. A cross between a Macintosh
and a Jersey Black, this apple was developed in 1923 in SESSION NOTES, p.8
Geneva, NY. Wh|le mos’f qbundon’rly grown in the S AT BN AT E O
Northeast, | discovered it in Pennsylvania in the 1990s UPDATE, p.8
and have acquired a bit of an addiction for it from
September to November. IN THE LIFE OF THE CONGREGATION,

When | first went to pick at the nearby farm in the P.?
Fall of 2006, I. found '.'my tree" across the roqd. It was an LOCAL EVENTS, p.9
old, tall tree into which | could climb to claim apples

higher than non-climbing pickers could reach. I'd go as CONTACT US
often as once a week, and there were always enough

apples to pick. Then one year, | was told | could find my www.unitedprestroy.org
apples on new, shorter variety trees planted in another info@unitedprestroy.org
orchard. Fortunately, | was granted special dispensation (518) 272-2771

to visit and pick from my old free, sfill standing across the CALENDAR
road. The next year, my free was gone. The farm had -
completed its change to the more modern, easier-to-
care-for, compact trees.

For the past several years, | have accommodated | TROY, NY 12180
to picking from the shorter trees that cannot be climbed.
It is probably better for my personal safety, and unless |
take the tractorride to the new orchard, there is a
health benefit in walking farther than just across the

road. | will soon check to see if my favorite apple CHURCH OFFICE SCHEDULE
survived, and if the farm is allowing "you pick." If noft, |

can certainly buy bags of apples, but either way, it will Please note that all Church offices
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1915 FIFTH AVE.

Sunday Worship is at 10:00am.




never be the same as when | had "my tree."

Many remember the church when the large
building was full of people, some of whom actually
walked across the street to attend. There was a genuine
sense of "'my church" being a place where one felt at
home. There was a secure certainty of place and
worship style, and often homogeneity of members' class,
politics, and ethnicity. Then, it was noticed that the large
building began to feel empty, and became a burden as
it was harder and costlier to maintain. New styles of
worship emerged, taking stands on justice issues caused
divisions, and for some there came the feeling: "'my
church"is gone. Some departed, others stayed.

Jesus was once challenged as to why his disciples
did noft follow the fasting rituals of others. His response
was this familiar metaphor: "New wine is not put into old
wineskins; otherwise, the skins burst, and the wine is
spilled, and the skins are destroyed; but new wine is put
intfo fresh wineskins, and so both are preserved.”
(Matthew 9:17)

Just as | know my old, tall apple tree across the
road will never return, so we realize the "my church" we
remember with fondness is a memory of a past era. And
as perfect as | thought my old free was, or how
wonderful we remember the church of the past, we also
know our memories are selective. What | keep in mind is
what | savor most is not the kind of tfree on which my
favorite apple grows, nor whether | actually pick it, but
the tartly sweet taste of the Macoun apple. So too, |
suspect and hope what we savor most in the church is
not building and ritual, but the flavors of our life fogether
as an orchard of faith.

With Christ's peace,

Sk

are CLOSED on Fridays.

The Church Main Office is open
Monday - Thursday, from 9am-1pm.

OUR MISSION

Together, we worship God through
Christ and explore all dimensions of
life in the Spirit;

To demonstrate God's inclusive love,
we seek to heal wounds and care
for all people;

To serve God in the world, we work
for peace and justice.

OUR INCLUSIVE MINISTRY

We invite all people of every
background, condition, and
orientation into the full fellowship,
ministry, and mission of God's Good
News in Jesus Christ.

All who join the church are extended
the full privileges of membership, are
challenged to lead lives of Christian
discipleship, and are eligible to be
considered for church office.

CHURCH OFFICERS

THE SESSION

The Reverend Rick Otty
Moderator

2012

Pat Carlson
Peg Drew
Chandlee Gill,

Karen Harpe

2013

David Lanoue
Dan Rogers
Trudi Wybourn
Sue Steele

2014

Courtney Savaria
Jennifer Nelson
Florie Parmelee
Peggy Savchik
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SCRIPTURE READINGS & THEMES

October 7 (World Communion)
Job 1:1, 2:1-10; Psalm 26; Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12; Mark
10:2-16
Theme: God As the Source of Our Testinge
The World Communion texts do not offer an uplifting
avenue to a theme of peace (to coordinate with
the PCUSA Peacemaking Offering.) Using a
passage in James as a "counter' the agreed upon
"testing of Job"in Job 1, we will consider if God
indeed "tests" us, while also hearing a Gospel text on
divorce.
October 14
Job 23:1-9, 16-17; Psalm 22:1-15; Hebrews 4:12-16; Mark
10:17-31
Guest Preacher: Donna Elia
Donna Elia has been the executive director of Troy Area
United Ministries since October 2000. Donna grew up in
Philadelphia, Pa and graduated with a B.A. in Special
Education from LaSalle University. After teaching in the
School District of Philadelphia for several years, she felt a
call to ordained ministry and went to Princeton
Theological Seminary, receiving her MDiv. in 1989. After
graduation, she was called to be pastor of Tribes Hill
Presbyterian Church. She then served as associate
pastor and then as acting head of staff of First
Presbyterian Church in Albany. Since Jan. 2007, she has
also been serving First United Church in Hoosick Falls. Her
seven-year-old son Luke keeps her active and joyful.
October 21
Job 38:1-7 (34-41); Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c; Hebrews 5:1-10;
Mark 10:35-45
Guest Preacher: Rev. Beth lllingworth
Rev. Beth llingworth is the Campus Minister for
TAUM. She serves as the Protestant Chaplain and
Spiritual Advisor at Russell Sage College and
Rensselaer. She has worked with First United on a
number of programs for Campus Ministry, including
a conversation on "Homosexuality and the Bible"
with the LGBTQ club, the Evangelical Christian club
at Russell Sage, and Family Weekend events at RPI.
Prior to serving as Campus Minister, Rev. lllingworth
served as the pastor of the Oakwood Avenue
Presbyterian Church.

October 28 (Reformation Sunday)

Job 42:1-6, 10-17; Psalm34:1-8 (19-22); Hebrews 7:23-28;

Mark 10:46-52
Theme: Nurturing Faith, Modeling Humility
Both Job and a blind man Jesus heals speak of
"eyes" and we understand that seeing is more than
visual. Underlying both texts is an understanding of
faith being a gracious gift, neither earned nor
deserved.

THE BOARD OF DEACONS

2012

Bob Harrington

Bonnie Kerr

Carol Harrington
Claudia Schwendeman

2013

Shirley Bowes
Steven Paul Bowes I
Dana Parker

Shirley Street

2014

Martha Juenger
Marsha Mintz-Botsford
Pat Rudebush

Kerry Welcome

CHURCH STAFF

Rick Otty,

Interim Pastor

Maury A. Castro,
Minister of Music

Leslie Kelly,
Faith Education Director

Carlie D'Annunzio,
Financial Analyst

Nada Rifai,
Office & Media Manager

Shirley Hinkamp,
Copy Editor




UPCOMING SUNDAYS

Faith Education for Children
2012/2013 Faith Education Registration Forms are available in Fellowship Hall. Parents please complete
this form to enroll your children in the Faith Education program and return o Leslie Kelly.

October 7 - Children remain in worship.

October 14th and 21st - All children will meet together in the Wheeler Room, after a Time for Children,
during worship. We will continue to talk about God's Creation, specifically the Moringa Tree.

October 28 - Intfer-generational Class for all ages after worship and fellowship fime in the Rose Room. We
will be infroducing the Children's Sabbath, which will take place in worship on November 4th.

November 4 - Children's Sabbath (during worship)

Adult Education - 11:30 in the Rose Room

October 7 -What is "General Assembly" anyway?2 Who goes? How do issues get to GA for discussion /
action? What does any of it have to do with us in the local church? How is the discussion and decision-
making managed on such a large scale?2 What happens for fun2 What about worship and faith sharing
opportunities? All these questions ... and morel!l Presenters are Shirley Hinkamp, Marsha Mintz-Botsford,
Dan Rogers, Laura Rogers

October 14 - TBA
October 21 - Shirley Street will lead us in a program about Meditation.

October 28 - Intfer-generational Class for all ages after worship and fellowship fime in the Rose Room. We
will be infroducing the Children's Sabbath, which will take place in worship on November 4th.

Congregational Meeting - Sunday, October 28, 11am (following worship)

In accordance with the by-laws of the church, the Session has called a congregational meeting for
Sunday, October 28, immediately following worship, for the purpose of acting on the Nominating
Committee report for the election of church officers.



CHURCH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PEACEMAKING OFFERING - October 7th _ PEACEMAKING OFFERING

Each year, on World Communion Sunday, the Presbyterian Church (USA) receives B
the Peacemaking Offering to support efforts fostering peace and justice, often :
inifiated at the local level. One congregation, committed to ending human
trafficking, uses funds to provide shelter to frafficked people in their region. They feel
their mission is to care for women who have been placed in situations involving
physical and/or mental exploitation and who are in need of the comfort and
protection of a healing home to restore the body, mind, and spirit. The
congregation's leaders state, "There are shelters, there are group homes, but there's
no other place that provides a 'home' for survivors of human trafficking like our
program.”

Our congregation keeps 25 percent of Peacemaking Offering receipts for peacemaking efforts in our
community, and this year the Session has approved our portion be given to the Troy Larger Parish Food
Pantry.

Please give generously. Offering envelopes will be in the October 7 bulletin, or checks can be sent made
payable fo First United Presbyterian, clearly noted as being for the "Peacemaking Offering.

FLOWERS

Want to celebrate a special day or remember a loved on?2 You can... by requesting
flowers for our Sunday Worship. The following dates are available: October 21st, October
28th, November 11th, and November 25th. Put your name on the flower chart in
Fellowship Hall and contact Pat Carlson at 874-1809 or plcarl@verizon.net.

STEWARDSHIP: OUR RESPONSE TO GOD'S LOVE

While Stewardship is a yearlong commitment to use and share the gifts with which we
have been entfrusted by God, each autumn we have the opportunity fo recommit to our faith through
the First United community. At this fime, we can think about the fime, falent and treasure we give to
support the continuance of the mission of our church family in the coming year.

Four Sundays this Autumn are devoted to our recommitments for 2013 and beyond. We wiill kickoff on
Reformation Sunday, October 28th. Rick Otty's sermons for the four Sundays will have themes of "Nurturing
and Modeling." On Sunday, November 18th we will celebrate Stewardship with a Thanksgiving Pot Luck
following the service.

Pledge cards will be: sent via email to those with accounts; available at church; and in the November
newslefter for your convenience.

Weekly Envelopes: Please indicate on the pledge card whether you and your family would like adult
and/or children's weekly envelopes so the order can be placed in time for a Christmas distribution.

We count on everyone to participate in some way. Remember that a financial pledge is what you are
inspired fo contribute, understanding if circumstances change in your life the amount can be adjusted.
Joan Rogers

(518) 225-6556

rogersjoan@yahoo.com

SOUL FOOD DINNER SUCCESS!

The Soul Food Dinner fundraiser for TLP food pantry raised $573.00 to help reduce the balance owed to
Regional Food Bank And the food was delicious! Thanks to all the bakers at First United for the yummy
desserts!



CHURCH WORK DAY

Saturday, October 27

Thanks to all who participated on one of five "teams” at the September 23 Facilities Scavenger Hunt.
Those who walked through the church identified needs for many of the rooms and spaces in our church
home. The Facilities Committee will be coordinating the identified work for an all church work day on
Saturday, October 27, from 9am to Tpm. Lunch will be provided. There will also be "table work", such as
polishing handbells, for those who cannot be on their feet. Good fellowship is guaranteed.

TIME TO BE THANKFUL AND THINK OF OTHERS
Each Fall your Board of Deacons organizes a plan to provide Thanksgiving Baskets of Food for needy
families in our community. This is a program that our congregation has supported for many years.

From our local agencies, we solicit names of families who would need assistance in groceries for their
Thanksgiving Dinner. Our funds to provide the food for them to prepare their family dinner comes from
your generous donafions.

We are blessed to have Pat Rudebush, who has for many years now, taken the list which includes how
many adults and children, to purchase the amount of ingredients of turkey, stuffing, potatoes, veggies,
rolls, and pies per each family. The ingredients are delivered to these families by one of our local
agencies so these families can truly celebrate a day of THANKSGIVING.

We hope you might be supportive of the Deacons Thanksgiving Dinner Project with $5 or $10 in the
Deacons Envelope located in the pew rack. It will be a wonderful Thanksgiving Dinner with your family
knowing you have helped other families celebrate that meaningful day.

Shirley Bowes, Board of Deacons

WISH LIST
First United is in need of a few things to boost our faith education program. The Faith Education
department is currently in need of the following items:

e CD Player

» Digital Camera
If you have any of spares laying around the house and would like to donate them to First United, please
contact Leslie Kelly, our Director of Faith Education, directly at (518) 272-2771 ext. 18 or you can email
Leslie here.
Thank you fo Nada, our Office & Media Manager, for donatfing a DVD Player to Faith Education.

FIRST UNITED IS MAKING NEW FRIENDS!

Please say "hello" fo anyone you see on Sunday morning with a red and white popcorn
box. The boxes contain information about FUPC, and of course, popcorn! It's just a small
token to thank new visitors for "popping" in.

Membercare & Outreach Committee

FARM FIELD TRIP!

Saturday, October 20th, 10am
Let's go to a Farm! The Social Interactions group is planning an outing on Saturday, October 20th to
Goold Orchards in Castleton. We will meet there at 10 am. There is no apple picking since the crops did
not do well this year, but they have a corn maze, hay rides, and a haunted house. It's a fun place with a
farm store, bakery. cider mill, and (for adults) a winery. The haunted house and corn maze are $3.00
each and the hay ride is $5.00. That day there will be a Halloween Pets Parade at 2 pm.

Goold Orchard

1297 Brookview Station Road, Castleton, NY 12033, (518) 732-7317 (518) 732-7495 goold.com




OPINIONS PLEASE!

As the Pastoral Nominating Committee does its work, other groups are working to "freshen up" the Vision
newslefter and the church's website to make them as attractive as possible to people who are "checking
us out" to see if they want to apply for our pastor position. We are looking for the BEST people-so we want
their first impression of FUPC (the newsletter and the website) to be exciting!

You will notice changes to the format of the Vision newsletter lately. What do YOU thinke Do YOU have
information to contribute? Do you have suggestions forimprovemente Please let our Office & Media
Manger know by emailing her at info@unitedprestroy.org or calling her directly at (518) 272-2771.

MUSIC MINISTRY

4th Annual Very Scariest Organ Music Concert

Friday, October 26th, 6PM

Join organists Maury A. Castro and Graham Schuliz (organ scholar,
Cathedral of All Saints, Albany) in a free 30-minute concert
featuring some of the scariest music out there!l Get in the mood for
Halloween, and try out your costume at the concert! Friday, Oct.
26, 6:00 pm. This event is part of Troy Night Out.

Dedicate an Anthem

Congregants are invited to donate $25 toward the purchase of
new choral music, and the church will match that $25 in order to
purchase a new anthem (each anthem in our library costs about
$50). The donor may dedicate the anthem to the person(s) or event of their choice, and when

that anthem is sung in church, this will be recognized. To parficipate in this ongoing program, please
contact Maury A. Castro.

FAITH EDUCATION

"Jesus loves the little children.
All the children of the world,
Red and yellow, black and white,
All are precious in God's sight,
Jesus loves the little children of the world."
(words by C. Herbert Woolston)

Will you help carry out Jesus' ministry to children?

If you are interested in working with children or youth, would like fo help with Inter-generational classes or
would be interested in helping with our Faith Education Christmas program please contact Leslie Kelly @
272-2771, ext.18 or_leslie@unitedprestroy.org




SESSION NOTES

Highlights of Actions at Stated Session Meeting, Monday, September 24, 2012

¢ The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) presented the Church Information Form
(CIF) for approval by the Session and the presbytery's Committee on Ministry
(COM). After reviewing the document and making some suggestions for edits, the
session acted to approve the document. The Rev. Thomas Gregg and the Rev.
Pam Woodman from the COM also gave approval to post the CIF on the PCUSA
web site. The formatting of the document is fresh and interesting, giving a lot of
information about the program and theological issues that inform the ministry of
the congregation. Please confinue in prayer for the PNC as they begin to review
Personal Information Forms (PIF) from prospective candidates. It is anticipated the
PNC will "host" an adult Faith Education opportunity on a Sunday in November.

* Received a thank-you note from Joseph's House for the towels the congregation
provided in July.

* Requested a plan for purchase of new hymnals from the Worship and the Music
Committee. The Presbyterian Church (USA) is issuing a new hymnal in 2013. First
United has been a test site for some of the new hymns.

e Authorized the Church and Society group to provide Christmas Baskets for some of
the clients of the Food Pantry. The Deacons will provide baskets for Thanksgiving.

e Called a congregational meeting for October 28, following worship, fo elect
officers as required by the Church Bylaws. Please give prayerful consideration to
serving as an elder or deacon if the Nominating Committee calls you.

* Designated the local portion of the Peacemaking Offering to the Troy Larger Parish
Food Pantry, reviewed the Fall stewardship schedule and reviewed the 2013
Budget process.

* Approved arequest from Nathan Parmelee to publicize his Eagle Scout project
and to request help from the congregation.

PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE UPDATE

The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) has been confinuing to meet weekly working on
completion of the Church Information Form (CIF) which was approved at the Sept.
meeting of Session.

Both Session and representatives of the Presbytery's Committee on Ministry (COM) in
aftendance were positive about the CIF.

PNC will finalize some CIF details over the next few weeks getting it signed and submitted.
Once submitted online, it will be available for potential candidates to view and contact
us. As soon as the CIF is posted online we will publish information about how to access it...
so you all may view! These are exciting times and we appreciate the confinued support
and prayers of the congregation.

Don Drew, Ben Hallett, Martha Juenger, Pauline Kamen Miller, Judy Moyer, Florie
Parmelee, and Sue Steele



IN THE LIFE OF THE CONGREGATION

Zack Shuster (3rd)

H J\ P’)‘y Alexandra Lusak (6th)
‘ ', ' Helene Shea (8th)
9
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Pat Rudebush (11th)
Alyson Turner (11th)
Peter Hamlin (16th)
Mary Elyce Turner (16th)
Alzadie Turner (26th)
Greg Duggan (30th)

)
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LOCAL EVENTS

History Walks
Saturdays, 10:30AM

The Rensselaer County Historical Society (RCHS) offers walking tours of
historic downtown Troy on Saturday mornings in October. Tours depart
from and return to the Market Table at the Troy Farmer's Market at
oA 10:30 am. Each week brings a different theme for the tours, which are
RENSSELAER led by RCHS staff and frequently incorporate historic photographs and
——  readings from lefters and diaries.
COUNTY Cost: $5 per person/ RCHS members free. Reservations can be made
by calling 518-272-7232 x12 or email ilenefrank@rchsonline.org or visit
SOCIETY www.rchsonline.org
—  QOctober 2nd Theme: Underground Railroad
Troy was a hotbed of abolitionism. Walk to where history was made
including the site of the rescue of Charles Nalle.
October 13th Theme: Amazing Architecture
Stroll downtown Troy and you'll find a rich built environment. This four showcases Troy's
architectural gems and range of styles.
October 20th Theme: Monumental Troy
Join us as we look at the many monuments that remind us of wartime sacrifice, famous
events and the people who left their mark on Troy.
October 27th Theme: Murder and Mayhem

Who knows what ghosts might haunt the streets of Troye You will, after taking part in this
walk through the more colorful stories of Troy's past.

Farkouh Family Fun Day - Saturday, October éth, 11am - 4pm

RPI Fraternity Invites Troy Families to Free Event October 6, 2012!

On October 6, 2012, Sigma Alpha Epsilon (SAE), a Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Fraternity will host the Farkouh Family Fun Day on the grounds of the Rensselaer Campus
at Anderson Field (Sage Ave.) Rain location will be the '87 Gym across the street from
Anderson Field.

Guests attending the event will be freated to complimentary food, a bouncy bounce,
dunk tank, cofton candy and more. All the expenses of the day will be underwritten by
members of SAE. For more information on Farkouh Field Day, please contact Jainesh Patel
at patelj3@rpi.edu , event chair from Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fratemity.



ChowderFest
Sunday, October 7th,10AM - 4PM

Ly
&0#00,P Troy Chowder Festival Come join them for Troy's annual
7

% Chowder Festivall For more information visit
‘7’( % www.troychowderfest.com
Tﬂﬂgm, For additional information, please call (518) 727-9786
SOUP FOR THE PEOPLE %
Seventh Annual Empty Bowls
Sunday, October 14th, 12PM - 3PM M TY
ltalian Community Center, 1450 Fifth Ave., Troy BO LS

The Empty Bowls Project, an intfernational grassroots effort to raise both
money and awareness in the fight fo end hunger. This project represents
what we do best-develop creative, exciting, and powerful models that
are replicable and scalable by others wishing to work for social justice.
Pre-sale admission only; tickets will not be sold at the door.Tickets are
available in Troy aft:

3rd Street Potters, 3 Third Street

The Broken Mold, 284 River St.

Northeast Ceramics, 621 River St.

Social Enterprise: Entrepreneurship to Help People

Monday, October 22nd, 7pm

Russell Sage College, Troy Campus: Bush Memorial

Preacher, speaker, teacher and author Reverend Julius Walls, Hr. will offer insights on
caring for one another through business. He is the co-author of Mission, Inc.: The
Practitioner's Guide fo Social Enterprise.

Copies of his book will be available for sale and signing after his presentation.

There will also be Chocolate Fudge Brownie ice cream!

This event is free and open to the public!

Friday, October 26th, 5PM - 9PM
Enjoy an evening of art and culture in Downtown Troy, NY
on the last Friday of every month, officially known as Troy
Night Out. The streets are busier than usual for this event
I-" B HT u u as the evening draws over 1,000 locals and visitors alike to
get a true taste of the arts and take advantage of
everything Troy, NY has to offer! Troy Night Out runs from
5:00 pm to 92:00 pm on the last Friday of every month.
Between these hours, guests can enjoy over 30 art events, 15 music venues, and 20+ fine
restaurants in addition fo superb shopping at unique boutiques of all varieties. But the fun

doesn't stop at 9:00 pm! Many downtown eateries and bars offer a place for people to
gather and continue to enjoy the night. For more information, visit_froynightout.org

FOR PASTORAL EMERGENCIES, CONTACT:

Rick Ofty, Interim Pastor
(518) 479-0934

Rick@unitedprestroy.org
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